Immunocytochemical evidence for the coexistence of catecholestrogen and catechol-O-methyltransferase in the rat parotid gland.
Catechol-O-methyltransferase (COMT) (EC 2.1.1.6) and catecholestrogen were localized in the parotid gland of the rat by immunocytochemical methods. Specific immunoreactive deposits for COMT and catecholestrogen were found in the cytoplasm of duct cells, but only those for COMT in myo-epithelial cells. The pattern of localization of COMT and catecholestrogen in the parotid gland suggests a functional relationship between COMT and catecholestrogen.